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Limenitis glorifica – Honshu white admiral – Photo by Kaoru Tai
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This species was brought to New Zealand in 2014 as a biological control to help the fight against Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica). The butterfly is endemic to Honshu Island in Japan with 
its habitat being open countryside and light shrubland. The species is capable of three generations in a season. Larvae overwinter inside shelters fashioned from honeysuckle leaves. The caterpillars 
do not feed on anything other than Japanese honeysuckle, so this butterfly extends the range of our butterfly fauna!
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Wellington Anniversary

Day after New Year’s Day
Observed

Auckland, Buller, Nelson and 
Northland Anniversaries and 
Term 1 begins

New Year’s Day
Day after New Year’s Day
Observed

Day after New Year’s Day
Observed

January 2023 Limenitis glorifica – Honshu white admiral – Photo by Kaoru Tai

Zealandia 
advert 

to come



Blue moon – Hypolimnas bolina – Photo by Michael Jefferies
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This striking butterfly is seen in NZ most years and in 2022 there were large numbers of them flying around the country, right into midwinter. This photograph shows a female. while the male is fairly 
consistent in its markings, the females can exhibit at least six forms. The food plants are a large number of weeds around NZ including Portulaca oleracea, Pseuderanthemum variabile, nettles and mal-
lows.
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February 2023 Blue moon – Hypolimnas bolina – Photo by Michael Jefferies



Rauparaha’s copper – Lycaena rauparaha – Photo by Lauren Hemara
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butterflies and moths
Lepidoptera is the term for butterflies and moths. 
NZ has a higher rate of endemic Lepidoptera 
species than anywhere else in the world (ones that 
occur in a particular area and nowhere else). End-
emism accounts for over 90% of NZ’s Lepidoptera. 
Officially there are at least 25 species of butterfly 
listed and over 2,000 moths. 
Over recent years Brian Patrick, and his son Hamish, 
both highly respected lepidopterists, have been 
researching the possibility that some butterflies 
presently considered as sub-species are actually 
different species, and so this number may rise in 
the near future when DNA analysis is completed - 
possibly as many as 58! As far as moths go, it is more 
than probable that there are many species still to be 
described!
The most reliable way of distinguishing a moth from 
a butterfly is that moths have feathery, sometimes 
pointed, antennae (feelers) but butterflies have 
clubbed antennae which terminate with an ex-
panded knob.
Butterflies are generally diurnal (day-flying) and 
moths nocturnal (night-flying) although we have 
a number of day-flying moths in NZ. The cinnabar 
moth is one of several depicted in this calendar. A 
third distinction is that generally butterflies settle 
with wings together over their back like a yacht’s sail 
(exposing the undersides), whereas moths’ wings 
tend to lie flat over the body like a tent (with the 
upper side of the forewing visible).
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March 2023 Rauparaha’s copper – Lycaena rauparaha – Photo by Lauren Hemara

This is Lycaena rauparaha according to the classifications in Dr George Gibbs’ book ‘New Zealand Butterflies: Identification and Natural History, (1980.) However, in ‘Butterflies of the South Pacific’ (2012) 
Brian Patrick identifies the species as the coastal copper, L. salustius. Check out the information about the Discovery Project on the inside back cover.



Southern blue – Zizina oxleyi – Photo by Rob Jones
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This little butterfly is confined mostly to the South Island but there is a small population found on the Central Plateau of the North Island. Inhabiting dry, stony places such as lowland riverbeds and 
roadsides, the butterflies can be seen basking in the sun or flying with a weak, fluttery and somewhat jerky flight. The host plants are the native broom or introduced pasture legumes.

April 2023

Start of Term 2

Southern blue – Zizina oxleyi – Photo by Rob Jones



Boulder copper – Lycaena boldenarum – Photo by Angela Moon-Jones
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Mother’s Day

Create a Habitat  
for Butterflies

Do you want to create the 
ideal environment for 

butterflies at your place? 
The MBNZT has an online 
“Create Butterfly Habitat” 

course which covers 
information about creating a 

butterfly garden/habitat. 
For more information, 

visit our website 
www.nzbutterflies.org.nz.
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May 2023 Boulder copper – Lycaena boldenarum – Photo by Angela Moon-Jones

This little butterfly, the smallest of our coppers, frequents riverbeds, stream edges and shingle beds along tracks. It is often overlooked because of its small size and its habit of flying close to the ground. 
Sunning itself on stones or shingle, from which it absorbs heat, the male shimmers with an iridescent purple hue, while the female has a more coppery colour. When folded, the butterfly’s wings match the 
stony habitat perfectly, making it almost invisible. These butterflies use Muehlenbeckia species on which to lay their eggs.



Magpie moth – Nyctemera annulata – Photo by Grahame Bell
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Queen’s Birthday

Māori: Mokarekare  This attractive day-flying endemic moth is often mistake for a butterfly, seen from September to June throughout the country. The moth lays clusters of shiny, yellow eggs on the 
underside of groundsel, ragwort and cineraria leaves. The hairy caterpillars or ‘wooly bears’ are black with reddish-orange lines along their sides.
Both the caterpillar and the moth are distasteful to predators such as birds and lizards due to the bitter-tasting compounds ingested from the sap of their food plants. 

June 2023

End of Term 2

Magpie moth – Nyctemera annulata – Photo by Grahame Bell



Antiscopa epicomia – Photo by Olly Ball
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Start of Term 3

Over 90% of New Zealand’s Lepidoptera species are endemic, found nowhere else in the world - and over 2,000 of them are moths. Many of our moth and butterfly species are found in rural, 
forested or alpine regions so they are not commonly encountered by people. Antiscopa epicomia is fairly common and very widespread, occurring in forested areas. Its many relatives in the subfamily 
Scopariinae (family Crambidae) have caterpilars that feed on mosses or on low-growing native herbs, with a few feeding on ferns.

30 

July 2023

31

Matariki

Antiscopa epicomia – Photo by Olly Ball

Where to see habitat
Since 2009 the MBNZT has been certificating 
habitat which is specifically landscaped for 
butterflies and moths so that visitors can see 
the best conditions for our native Lepidoptera: 
shelter, ecoclimates, nectar and host plants.There 
are initiatives all over the country:  some are 
private gardens* but most are open to the public 
year-round. 

Apollo Park, Milson 
Bethells Beach* 
Blockhouse Bay Recreational Reserve, Auckland 
Earthlore, Owaka 
Bright Side, Central Auckland 
Cedar Creek, Sawyers Bay, Dunedin 
Halfway House, Glenside Reserve, Wellington 
Hobbiton™ Movie Set, Matamata 
Neil Hunt Native Butterfly Habitat, Rotorua 
Paripuma*, Seddon 
Pēpepe Butterfly Friendly Gardens*, Tokomaru Bay 
Saint Kentigern College, Auckland 
Te Puna Quarry Park, Bay of Plenty 
Verran Road School, Birkdale 
West Lynn Garden, New Lynn 
Wildwind, Milson* 
Yealands Estate, Seddon

There is more information on our website, 
www.nzbutterflies.org.nz
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Glade copper – Lycaena feredayi – Photo by Dianne Clarke
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August 2023 Glade copper – Lycaena feredayi – Photo by Dianne Clarke

This is Lycaena feredayi according to the classifications in Dr George Gibbs’ book ‘New Zealand Butterflies: Identification and Natural History, (1980.) However, in ‘Butterflies of the South Pacific’ (2012) 
Brian Patrick identifies it as the North Island glade copper, L. enysii. Check out the information about the Discovery Project on the inside back cover.



South Island lichen moth – Declana egregia – Photo by Brian Patrick
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South Canterbury
AnniversaryDaylight Saving begins

This unique moth which features on our $100 note is widespread over both the South Island and Stewart Island, living in lowland to montaine moist forest up to 600 m. Its cryptic larvae resemble 
bird droppings, feeding exclusively on Pseudopanax species.
There are at least twelve species in the Declana genus, all endemic. Next time you see a $100 note, do take a look!

Father’s Day

End of Term 3

September 2023 South Island lichen moth – Declana egregia – Photo by Brian Patrick

Zealandia 
advert 

to come



Monarch – Danaus plexippus plexippus – Photo by Sally Phillips
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Start of Term 4

Labour Day

Hawkes’ Bay Anniversary

Māori:  pepepe or kahuku ariki   The monarch is classed as a native because it flew/blew to New Zealand from North America. Females will lay hundreds of eggs, one lay over a thousand! The caterpil-
lar will grow about 3,000 times in size and will shed its skin five times, each stage being called an ‘instar’. Its NZ host plant, the ‘swan plant’ originated in Africa and probably got to NZ as stuffing in 
mattresses which were made in Africa. Once the plant arrived, the monarchs were able to breed here.

Marlborough Anniversary

October 2023 Monarch – Danaus plexippus plexippus – Photo by Sally Phillips



Meadow argus – Junonia villida – Photo by David Cook
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Canterbury Anniversary

Chatham Islands/ 
Westland Anniversaries

Normally a rare migrant visitor from Australia, this butterfly has a distinctive flight pattern unlike any other species to be seen in NZ;  flying about one metre above the ground it alternates with a 
couple of wing beats followed by a short glide period, wings outstretched in a straight horizontal osition. This feature alone is enough to identify an individual in NZ even if the wing markings are not 
visible.  Plantago, snapdragons and portulaca are among the caterpillars’ food plants.

November 2023 Meadow argus – Junonia villida – Photo by David Cook

Zealandia 
advert 

to come



Red admiral – Vanessa gonerilla gonerilla – Photo by Jacqui Knight
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Boxing DayChristmas Day

Māori: kahukura   The NZ red admiral is endemic. In the wild the tree nettle (Ongaonga or Urtica ferox) is the host plant. The eggs are often laid on the spines or stinging hairs on the leaves. The 
caterpillars feed on the leaves, pulling the outer edges of the leaf together with silk, forming a ‘tent’ in which to shelter and conceal themselves from predators, and feeding from within their shelter. 

Christmas/Boxing Day 
observed

December 2023

31

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

End of Term 4

Red admiral – Vanessa gonerilla gonerilla – Photo by Jacqui Knight



The Butterfly Discovery Project
Cover Photo of Lycaena salustius (common copper) by Angela Moon-Jones

Biodiversity consultant Brian Patrick identifies this as a separate species, a 
Western Otago copper, still to be named. The Butterfly Discovery Project is 
an MBNZT initiative, to engage a PhD student who will do the required DNA 
analysis and morphology.

It is quite feasible that the project will uncover different species, previously 
unknown, some of which are believed to be in critically low numbers. In 
Europe where a species has ‘died out’ in a region it has been possible to 
reintroduce the species from another location in another country. New 
Zealand’s Lepidoptera are unique, with 90% of them endemic (found only in 
this country.

This is a critical project for the MBNZT – and an expensive one. There is more 
information about the project on our website: look for the Discovery Project, 
but we would certainly welcome donations. The project is being championed 
by Angela Moon-Jones.
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Welcome to the calendar for 2023 from the Moths and Butterflies of New Zealand Trust profiling 
more of our fascinating Lepidoptera species. When the MBNZT (formerly the Monarch Butterfly 
NZ Trust) was formed it soon became obvious that many New Zealanders knew little about many 
of our beautiful butterflies and moths. Most people could name only two butterflies: the monarch 
and the cabbage white. As we set about creating awareness of our other species, habitat needs and 
their life cycle we realised that the monarch is a universal favourite. A love for the monarch butterfly 
creates an interest in biodiversity and other species.

We are at first horrified of what happens to them when they meet a predator or a parasite. But a 
monarch will lay hundreds of eggs, and if every egg produced a butterfly we would soon be over-
run by monarchs. Some are destined to be food for birds, hedgehogs or other insects.

Studying the monarch raises our awareness and we begin to see and understand the interaction 
between the monarch and milkweed (such as swan plant) and how other life is affected or affects 
our favourite butterfly.

Learning about biodiversity in our own backyards has a huge benefit. Our children may learn about 
kiwi and kauri, penguins and marine mammals but unless they are very lucky they may never come 
across them in the wild. There is action they can take to benefit our environment right in their own 
backyard. Working with the monarch is a step in the right direction.

Trustees and members
Moths and Butterflies of New Zealand Trust

Support the Trust
The Moths and Butterflies of New Zealand Trust is a registered charitable trust with 
donee status, relying on membership subscriptions, donations, grants and bequests 
to carry out our vital work for the conservation of NZ’s butterflies, moths and their 
habitat. (Registered Charity CC11297, IRD No. is 91 118 254). We were originally the 
Monarch Butterfly NZ Trust. It is through the support and generosity of members 
and supporters that we can continue working in the field of environmental 
education, conservation and protection.

At the peak time of the year we might have about 600 financial members 
supporting our organisation. By joining us you will get the opportunity to learn 
more about NZ’s unique butterflies and moths and take part in our conservation 
projects. Our shop has a range of gift items and products, such as seeds, posters, 
brooches etc to raise funds – check out our website, www.nzbutterflies.org.nz.

Whether you are a business or an individual, there are tax advantages in donating 
to the MBNZT. By becoming a regular gift-giver for example, you can help fund 
our work. Gift giving starts at $25 per month. In return you will become a member 
of the MBNZT, receive a certificate, quarterly magazines, email news updates, 
invitations to events and our annual report and audited accounts.

Our corporate sponsors know that they are linked with an ethical and responsible 
organisation, not only involved in environmental education but building 
relationships with all New Zealanders, whatever their gender, age, ethnicity or 
socio-economic background. Corporate sponsors will be demonstrating their 
environmental commitment – hugely important in our hearts, minds and lives. As 
well, the company will benefit from the exposure to our fast-growing membership 
through our high-quality magazine, website and printed information. Whether 
the organisation is looking for national sponsorship or support at a regional or local 
level, we can design a package to suit.

Individuals may wish to consider leaving us a bequest – a gift in their will to provide 
a lasting legacy, ensuring the protection of our unique butterflies and moths which 
can continue on their behalf for future generations. Perhaps consider leaving a 
gift in perpetuity to the NZ Lepidoptera Fund, an endowment fund that will be 
invested and left to build each year forever. The MBNZT then intends to use a 
portion of the generated income each year to fund our work. 

We always appreciate your support.

Sponsored by

If you are not already a member, please consider joining up and receive our quarterly 
magazine for only $45.00 per year ($35.00 for the on-line version). Payments 

can be made directly to the MBNZT bank account at Kiwibank,  
38-9009-0654693-00 and email  treasurer@nzbutterflies.org.nz  with your details.

Become a member for as little as $35

For more information contact:
Moths and Butterflies of New Zealand Trust,  
PO Box 44100, Pt Chevalier, Auckland 1246

email: trust@nzbutterflies.org.nz
www.nzbutterflies.org.nz



Many thanks to Jacqui Knight, Keith and Beverley Miller and Angela Moon-Jones for 
their extensive work, and the photographers who made it possible. All proceeds to the Moths and Butterflies 
of New Zealand Trust. Why not order your calendar for next year NOW? Email trademe@nzbutterflies.org.nz 
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